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unmistakable lead.   Unfortunately they were
far from equal to this task.
The history of French Socialism goes back
to the beginnings of the igth century. It
had been born a younger brother to de-
mocracy. It had fought on the barricades
of four revolutions. It had died a dozen
deaths from execution-squads, precocity,
internal strife, and had been always reborn.
From a century of varied and often stormy
adventures it had emerged, at the beginning
of the aoth century, a rising movement
under a great leader: Jean Jaures. This
peasant's son and professor, squat and
slovenly, was a genius in expressing the
simple man's mind in the noble language
of a great people's souL
Jaures was murdered to make room for
war: on July 3ist, 1914, he fell, its first
victim, under the bullets of a villain (it
was a strange whim of fate that Villain was
in feet the murderer's name). During the
Great War, while old leaders like Jules
Guesde, Edouard Vaillant, Marcel Sembat
were losing their grip on life, and the younger
ones, like Pierre Renaudel and Jean Longuet,
fought the battles of the day, a disciple and
personal friend of Jaures gradually and shyly
moved into the limelight: Leon Blum.